
 

6/11/2017 
  

RE: Event Cancellations – National Indoor Arena 
 
Dear Members/Parents/Guardians, 
 
You will be aware that two of our recent events have been impacted by a power failure at the National Indoor 
Arena (NIA), the first being the weekend of 14th & 15th October and the second being the 4th & 5th November.  
 
Firstly I must state that we hugely regret that we had to cancel these events and sympathise with the gymnasts 
who are bitterly disappointed that they could not compete, particularly for those involved in the rescheduled 
women’s event. We also sympathise with the families and friends who were looking forward to watching these 
young gymnasts compete. 
 
Gymnastics events are very complex events to set-up in addition to being very expensive events to run due to 
the complexity of the equipment, the nature of the activity and the IT/AV requirements. All competition and 
spectator entry fees are set to directly cover the costs of running the events with a huge team of staff, 
contractors and volunteers working for weeks prior in the planning to host and then run these events. The last 
thing we ever want to do is to have to cancel any event however the safety of the gymnasts must always be our 
primary consideration in any instances such as the power failure that we have encountered on both occasions. 

 
Sport Ireland developed, own and operate the NIA. Gymnastics Ireland is a user of the facility and as such we are 
not involved in matters such as power provision for the building other than informing the NIA of our 
requirements for each event. In respect of the power failures on both occasions these were very much out of our 
control. 

 
Following the power failure at the first event we immediately contacted the NIA management team to request 
information on the issue and the measures being taken to resolve the same. Through various communications 
between NIA management and GI staff, which included a meeting with the National Sports Campus Chief 
Operating Officer, we were informed that NIA management had contacted the contractors who built the NIA in 
addition to the ESB power network following the power failure and that NIA management had been informed 
the problem was resolved. At this point given the information we had been presented by NIA management we 
agreed to proceed with the event on 4th & 5th November which included the rescheduled Women’s competition 
from the 14th & 15th October. 
 
It is obvious that this power issue has not been resolved as both we and the NIA management had previously 
been informed. There have been a number of emergency meetings held today at the National Sports Campus, 
we again have requested a full report on the issue from the NIA management who are liaising with the building 
contractors and the ESB power network to identify and resolve the problem. In the interim we are in the 
unfortunate position of having to cancel the upcoming competitions this coming weekend of 11th & 12th 
November. The NIA will be using this weekend to test the systems in the arena so we have a clear resolution 
going forward. We are also investigating availability of dates to reschedule the cancelled events with the NIA, 
and will be in contact with our clubs as soon as possible. We will of course be refunding the entry fees for any 
gymnast who is unable to attend any event that we are able to reschedule. 
 
Again we regret the unfortunate position we find ourselves in and apologise to the disappointed gymnasts and 
their families/friends in addition to club support staff. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 

 
Ciaran Gallagher 
Chief Executive Officer 
 


