
 

Date: 16/1/2018 
 

RE: Upcoming Competition Weekend 20th/21st January 
 
Dear Clubs/Members/Family & Friends, 
 
I am writing in relation to the upcoming competition weekend of 20th & 21st January. 
 
As you will be aware this weekend has been scheduled to provide an opportunity to compete for 
all the gymnasts who were scheduled in events that had to be cancelled in October & November. 
This weekend was the only date available to book the National Indoor Arena (NIA) and therefore 
we are running one large event weekend within the Athletics Arena section of the NIA that will 
include a number of different competitions across a number of disciplines. 
 
This has been a large undertaking and the Gymnastics Ireland events team has been 
planning/preparing for the event through the holiday period since mid-November in the interests 
of the gymnasts. Detailed information on how the event will operate has been circulated to 
participating clubs with general information for spectators being issued online via Gymnastics 
Ireland website and social media channels. 
 
There are two matters I want to address directly prior to the event… 
 

• Gymnastics Ireland Spectator Code of Conduct: Gymnastics Ireland has strict codes of 
conduct that highlight the standards of behavior that we deem acceptable for activities 
within our organisation. It has been brought to my attention that during the issues that 
led to the cancellation of the events that a very small number of spectators were 
excessively rude and displayed aggressive behaviour towards members of the GI events 
team. While we appreciate and understand people’s frustration and disappointment in 
such a circumstance it is simply not acceptable to be rude and aggressive towards any 
member of the GI events team. This kind of behavior will simply not be tolerated going 
forward, anyone who breaches the code of conduct will be required to leave the venue 
and may risk a ban from attending future Gymnastics Ireland events. 

• Spectator Entry Fees: As highlighted in my previously issued statement gymnastics events 
are very complex and expensive events to run. The operational costs of the events are 
funded solely through the competitor and spectator entry fees. Gymnastics Ireland will 
be charging full spectator entry fees for the upcoming weekend of competition of 20th & 
21st January. 

 
Finally, I would like to thank our members and their family/friends who have been fully 
supportive and understanding of the circumstances surrounding the cancelled events and the 
planning for this coming weekend. We look forward to welcoming the participants and their 
families/friends to the NIA on Saturday and Sunday and hope for a successful weekend of 
competition. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 

 
Ciaran Gallagher 
Chief Executive Officer 


